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BACTERIAL  DISEASES  OF  PLANTS:  EPIDEMIOLOGY, DIAGNOSTICS  AND  CONTROL 

Piotr SOBICZEWSKI 

Research Institute of Pomology and Floriculture

Pomologiczna 18, Skierniewice, Poland

E-mail: psobicz@insad.pl 

Abstract 

Of recognized more than 5000 bacterial species, over 100 are the causal agents of plant diseases. They constitute a very important factor limiting growth and cropping of cultivated plants. The pathogenic bacteria are divided into two major groups: eubacteria possessing cell wall and ability to grow on artificial media and bacteria without cell wall but surrounded by cell membrane only. To the last group called mollicutes, formerly known as mycoplasmalike organisms, phytoplasmas and spiroplasmas belong. The latest advances in research on plant bacterioses caused by eubacteria are presented.  
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