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THE  INCIDENCE  OF  Anthracnose  (Colletotrichum  spp.)             ON  LUPINE  SEED
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Abstract 
Lupine anthracnose is caused by the fungus of Colletotrichum spp. It is the most damaging disease of lupines in European and other countries. This disease is becoming increa​singly common in Lithuania too. The disease spreads mainly through movement of infected seed. Seed testing is a good insurance, which will assist in the early detection of the disease. Growing of resistant varieties is a very important tool of disease control also. Seed-borne infection by anthracnose (Colletotrichum spp.) was investigated. The seeds of 9 lupine varieties (‛Antaniai’, ‛Boltensija’ ‛Bora’, ‛Borlu’, ‛Borweta’, ‛Derliai’ ‛Trakiai’, ‛Ugniai’ and ‛Vilniai’), grown at the Vokė Branch of the Lithuanian Institute of Agriculture were analyzed. Unsterilized seeds were assayed using an incubation test. Typical symptoms of anthracnose were observed on seedling roots and hypocotyls. Analyses of seed of different varieties, obtained from pods with different anthracnose severity showed clear effect of pod infection intensity on seed health. Seedling infection level varied from low to high, and differences between the tested varieties were established. 
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